
 No. 9 (CITY OF WANGANUI) SQUADRON ATC  
REPORT ON WEEKEND EXERCISE 

  
Unit File Reference: 9 4955/-/2 
 
OPERATION "Lockheed” 

A day-trip for the proficiency cadets of the squadron was held on 8 May 2010 

LOCATION 

The exercise was conducted on the North side of the Waitotara Valley 

PERSONNEL 

Nominal role 
SQNLDR C Quirk 
FLTLT B Frericks 
UO T Hay 
 

Cdt S Clark 
Cdt J Illston 
Cdt D Newland 
Cdt P Richardson 
Cdt M Selby-Craig 
 

 

TRANSPORT 

The WWCT Regiment van was driven by SQNLDR Quirk.   

EQUIPMENT & MESSING 

Minor equipment needs were sourced from 9 Squadron store. Food & Drink needs were the 
responsibility of the individuals. 

TRAINING 

We departed the unit around 0830 and arrived in the Waitotara Valley around 0930 as planned. 
Part of the day’s objective was to find potential bush training areas as we cannot access some of 
our older sites anymore. Two small valleys on the North side were chosen to investigate. 
After a short roadside briefing we headed up the first valley and after about 40 minutes the 
valley became narrow. We decided to push on for another 30 minutes to see if the terrain would 
change, however this was not the case. After a short break we turned around and headed back 
down the valley. 
 
On the way back we stopped at an open area and had some lunch. SQNLDR Quirk and I 
conducted a lesson on emergency shelters. Using the SQNLDRs survival kit, the cadets were 
asked to make a shelter. Both the SQNLDR and I have similar survival kits however we use 
them slightly differently. This gave the cadets a broad scope of shelters and some of the 
challenges faced during an emergency.   
 
After packing up we continued to head down the valley for about 20 minutes and stopped to 
conduct a navigation lesson. The cadets had an opportunity to use a map based GPS, which 
gave them a different experience to the original map and compass. 
We then continue to head down the valley and towards the end the cadets wanted to play spot 
and seek as some of them have never done it. 



Although this was fantastic 
moment for the cadets, it 
was awesome for us to see 
the cadets take initiative 
and challenge the training 
programme. 
 
Once out of the valley we 
took the van down to the 
next valley and got ready to 
head up. 
After about 20 minutes we 
also realised this valley was 
a no go. 
We took this opportunity to 
stop where I conducted a 
refresher lesson on fire 
lighting  
 
Following the fire lighting 
we head back to the van 
and arrived back at the unit around  
1630. 
 
Quick clean of the gear and van, with the last cadet uplifted around 1700. 
 
 
GENERAL 
We were fortunate to experience fine weather during the day, which aided in the success of the 
training undertaken. The overall objectives of the day were: 

·  Find potential bush training areas 
·  Fire Lighting Training 
·  Experience medium distance walking with a group 
·  Team Building amongst Proficiency group 

 
These objectives were achieved well and although we did not secure any potential bush training 
areas we have some other areas of interest that we can investigate in the near future. 
 
Overall, this was a very successful and enjoyable day for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beau Frericks 
Flight Lieutenant, NZCF 
UNIT COMMANDER 
 
10 May 2010 

CDT Clark utilising his fire lighting skills 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Cadets construct an emergency shelter 

Cadets use the map based GPS to lock in their location 


