
FLTLT Beaudine  Frericks watching over the 
signal fire and the cadets forming an LL  as part 

of the ground to air signalling exercise. 
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OPERATION " MANUKA 2" 

A weekend exercise for Basic Cadets of the Squadron was held over the period of 6-7 September 2008.  

LOCATION 

The exercise was conducted in the Mangamingi Valley, in the Waitotara Valley.   

TRANSPORT 

Two vans and a trailer were loaned from Central Office and a van loaned from WWCT Battalion Group.  All 
vehicles were used on a “full out”, “full back” basis.  The vans were driven by SQNLDR Quirk, PLTOFF 
Smith and myself.  FLTLT Frericks drove his vehicle as he had to return early Sunday afternoon to catch a 
flight for Auckland for his work. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Tents, axes, shovels, ropes and other 
equipment were supplied from No.9's store. 

MESSING 

All rationing was sourced locally 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING 

Saturday 06-09-08 

Majority at ATC just after 0800.  Into their 
respective sections and gear checked, trailer 
packed and we departed. 
 
Once parked in the paddock next to the 
Marae the group food and equipment was 
distributed, PLTOFF Smith conducted a 
briefing for walking in including timings and where 
we were going. An easy walk in along the track 
and once at the clearing we confirmed where the three sections would set up having  reece’d the area on the 
Proficiency Cadets day walk. 
 
FLTLT Cleveland ran the briefing followed by the sections moving to their respective campsites.  With rain 
threatening we had the cadets pitch their tents and start collecting firewood and shifted running of the 



bushcraft lecturettes by 40 minutes. Lunch and the continuation of collecting firewood and setting up the 
campsite. 
 
We moved back out down the valley and commenced the ground to air signalling exercise under the control 
of FLTLT Frericks.   PLTOFF Smith and WO Hatcher conducted the afternoon exercise on traps and snares 
the rest of the staff started setting up the confidence course.  Late in the afternoon the discussion on how to 
use the Squadron ration pack was carried out. 
 
After the evening meal the 
night exercise was held 
using the area where the 
ground to air signalling had 
been conducted and as the 
temperature had risen this 
exercise was one of the 
better ones conducted in 
recent years.  Final debrief 
of the day with times 
advised for Sunday, then 
back to their respective 
sections for a drink, lights 
out, with the staff 
completing the final check 
of the cadets for the day 
nearly all were in bed. 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday 07.09.08 

All up by just after 0700 and breakfast under way, with some help by staff to assist in the lighting one of fires. 
 
A check of the traps and snares with the staff quickly putting a trap together to show the cadets other 
examples they could consider. The area tidied and we returned to the briefing area where WO Hatcher 
conducted a Spot and seek exercise.  While this was occurring Miss Smith held a leadership exercise, and the 
remaining staff ensured all cadets had completed the 30 second “hanging test” and the staff tightened up the 
ropes on the confidence course. After a short snack break the the confidence course was completed in groups 
and was tackled with great deal of enthusiasm and thought into some of the challenges. 
 
Cadets returned to their sections and started to clean up, have lunch, staff inspection of the section camp sites. 
 Following the debrief by the staff we departed in the groups for the road and back to Wanganui.   
 
Equipment returned to the store, tents pitched in one of the Army garages, van cleaned and cadets then were 
able to go home. 
 
 

Cadet Aimee Bingley-Minnell receiving a helping hand over the wall as part of 
the Confidence Course 



GENERAL 

An excellent exercise and we achieved several aims and objectives: 
·  Provided an opportunity for the Basic Cadets to put into practice what they had learnt in the classroom. 
·  Experience medium 

distance walking with a 
group and firelighting 

·  Having SNCO without 
groups so they could be 
Section leaders was a 
bonus, and did assist in the 
smooth running of the 
exercise. 

·  The JNCO’s  all managed 
their first experience of 
leading a group very well. 

 
 
The basic skills of bushcraft 
were taught well on this 
exercise, with a wide range of 
cadet’s prior knowledge being 
seen.  The knowledge and 
skills gained by these cadets will 
be built on in future exercises.  
 
The cadets experienced a range 
of weather over the weekend from reasonably cold and the need to wrap up to fine sunny weather on the 
Sunday, and this may assisted them in making decisions on their clothing on future exercises. This along with 
any knowledge gains and the experience of the bush will be built upon in as they progress through the 
Squadron. 
 
 
 
 
SQNLDR M R Cleveland, NZCF 
Unit Commander 
 
9 September 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cadet Kemp trying to get through the Spiders Web without touching any of 
the ropes 

“Team Photo” 


